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the giving of betel leaves to a hero singled out on the eve
of battle by the king or the commander. The recognition
of valour, which took one form or the other, is peculiar to
the highly appreciative Kannadiga of all times. We learn
from the inscriptions that after the death of a hero, rich
gifts of lands were made in many cases to the bereaved
members of the family to whom the community owed this
gesture as a duty. Such gifts were severally known as
Balgalcu, Kalnadu, Sivane, Kodagi or Nettara-kodagi. * It
was the sense of security fostered by such noble traditions,
that prompted the heroes of Karnataka to offer their all-
in-all to the service of their country. This kind of heroism
and self-sacrifice gave rise to hero-worship, which attained
its fantastic zenith in the erection of temples in many
villages of Karnataka where the village hero was and is
being worshipped as Biroba, Bira or Virappa. In the
Kannada districts of Karwar and Mangalore in particular,
the images of dead heroes hewn on stone and sometimes
carved in wood are worshipped as deities even today. *

In close association with this martial spirit, we notice
the spirit of self-sacrifice and loyalty to the leader and
the lord. Without the latter spirit, the military discipline
t>f the Karnataka army would have been well-nigh

whether they are similar to those found in Karnataka in
form and content or otherwise.
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